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OF PEACE 


A call to action 


SINCE March this year when Mr. Malenkov made his speech at the 
funeral of Stalin the world has waited with new hope for a chance 


of peace. 


There have been repeated indications from the East that a more 
reasonable attitude to foreign affairs, and indeed to domestic affairs, 


was developing. 

‘The opportunity for getting rid of the 
cold war atmosphere and moving towards 
more peaceful relationships seemed to 
have arrived. 

Instead of seizing upon every possi- 
bility for the easing of tension and the 
fostering of — better relationships 
between the peoples of the East and 
West, the Governments of the West 
have displayed continued suspicion, 
sourness and ill-will. 


Ihis attitude has reached ats climax in the 
deliberate intention to sabotage peace passi- 


bilities displayed in the decisions ot the 
Foreign Ministers at Washington. 
Peace News believes that it is vital that 


every effort shall be made to bring about a 
reorientation of Western statesmansiup to 
mitch that to be observed in the East. 


DANGER OF WESTERN 
THOUGHT—CONTROL 


We stand in acute danger in the West of 
permitting that same kind of insidious 
thonght-control, of which we have been so 


No nation dare tell the truth 


that are offered, it is, ] submit, by the stan- 
dards of Jesus that their goodness and great- 
ness are measured, and the gentleness and 
non-violence which seems so admirable in 
them, while it condemns us, reminds ug most 
of all of our Lord rather than theirs. 


“The true light of Asia is the reflected light 
that streams from Calvary. ‘The apparent 
options of which I have spoken disappear it 
is still Christianity or chaos, (f beheve the 
oulsider knows this and is waiting for us to 
prove it.) Uhe only religion that oilers peace 
on carth and good will among men is 
Christianity.” 


“ Speedy end to Korean war” 


A motion coming before the Conference this 
week urges the Government to “bring the 
Korean dispute to a speedy end.” 

The Conference is also being asked once 
aguin to express its concern at the continua- 
tion of conscription. 


Berlin demonstrations 
in perspective 


Warldaver Press report the following pers pec- 
tive conclusions from Henry Holm, WP and 
Peace News correspondent in Berlin: 


1. Vhe defection of the East Zone * People’s 
Police" way greater than generally realised, 
Many of iis members refused to fire and 
fled to the West. WP says the Volkspolizei 
constitutes no military menace. 


t~ 


While the demonstrations were triggered by 
a protest march of brickbiyers protesting 
against incrensed work norms, behind this 
was a long series of unceporied resistances 
fo East German milltarisation. Among 
slogans shouted by the crowd at the gov- 
emment palace were protests against war 
and militarism : for example, “ No rcarma- 
ment, more hitter.’ As predicted by 
thoughtful observers, the Communists, wha 
had long stresaed peace propaganda, could 
not suddeniy switch it off. Resiatance to 
military recruitment has been evident in 
soveral places. 


J, The eventa in Berlin reveal the fatitlty of 
Propaganda. The posters, the 35 Vast 
German dailies and the Western radio 
station RIAS have had little effect against 
Berliners who have steeled themselves 
against propaganda, When East German 
pPapera appeared with their * explanations,” 
the boys and women who usually sell these 
journals were nowhere to be found and 
Vree Cierman Youth were called in to take 
their places. Vhey could sell almost no 
papers, however, and when they were then 
ordered to give the papers away free, the 
people wouldn't accept the censored sheets. 


critical in relation to the East, to become 
general in our society, 

‘The chance of peace that lus been offered 
nut sot be rejected. Now, as aever before, 
is the time for all who uphold the cause of 
reconciliation and good will to campaign for 
policies in the West that will match the 
opportunity of the hour. 

His is a challenging inoment for the Mave- 
ment which this paper serves. 

There as no feadership in the directian of 
peace offered ar likely to be offered from any 
of the controlhng forees in Western society. 
fhe parties of both Lett and Right display 
neither imagination nor concern for moral 
valucs, the Church is tongue-hed in pathetic 
bewildennent, and the Communists and their 
assochites are discredied. 

Now is the time when all who do not 
believe that peace can be achieved by military 
might showld make their views known, 

Vhe British Labour Party has a responsi- 
biliy to the German Social Democrats, All 
the organisations associated with the National 
Peace Council should now make their voices 
heard. the peacetul aspirations of the Co- 
operative Movement also call for action. And 
those in the Churches who are appalled at the 
lack of leadership that the Christian com- 
manities are giving owe it to their own 
consciences to speak out. 


His particularly the responsibility at those 
who have renounced war to speak out now. 
Pacifists should be giving the direction and 
encouragement te the forces of peaceful 
opinion that the time now demands. 


OLYMPIC GAMES 
BERLIN MARCHERS 


Four attempts to cross frontier 


MPXHE peace walkers who three months 
ago set out from Hamburg for their 


“Peace through Negotiation” march, 
have now stood at the zonal border 


for four weeks waiting to be allowed to 
cross and continue on their way to Berlin. 


Four attempis al crossing have been inter. 
cepted by the police. On two occasions they 
Were arrested and released again. 

Slice they opealy approached the herter 
and never trled to conceal thelr iatentions, 
Ho depitimate charge could apparentiy be 
brought sgalust them, 


Phe third attempt was made on dune 24, 
after the group had decided that this time 
they would not voluntarily obey the order 
of the police to go back. Dut on that eceasion 
they were told that not the Geran authoritica 
but the American High Commissioner, Mir. 
Conant, had the final word in the matter. 

Phey then withdrew and immediately sent 
a deputation of three to negotiate with the 
High Commissioner at his headquarters neat 
Bonn. Their patience and perseverance were 
rewarded by an interview with Myr. Conaat’s 
personal adviser. 

Though the final decision of the Atmeri- 
cans in not yet known, if seems fairly certain 
that by wow the Group have becu able to 
convince at uny tate the German authorities 
that they have na purty-potiflcal axe ta 
grind and are working solely and purely for 
their confessed alwi--ihe reunification of 
Germany hy non-violent means. 


Their Jatest attempt io crass the border was 
inade on July 7. Resolved on this occasion nat 
to retreat on their awn accord, the merohers 
of the grou were carried into a van by the 
Wester) police and faken back ta their 
temporary living quarters at Werleshausen. 

The young German student, Narbara Pleyer, 
who (lied ia make a peace appeal at last 
year's Olyrapic Games, has ae ined the 
peace walkets to share their vigil af the zonal 
border. 

Pabhe opinion genenilly is now alive ta the 
issues invalved, and the grap are receiving 
inany letters af support and financial help. 

Il sooner ar later the patience of the 
police on either side af the frontier may be 
come exhausted and they may arrest and 
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PAG) SEX 


Human rights 


IT), Se. a Ga 
UN may hear pacifist 


& GRAPINC and detailed statement by a 
48 otish journshst i to ga to the United 
Nations Conmussion on the Racial Sination 
in South Affiea aw sitting in Geneva. 


Written at the request of the Crusade fot 
Work) Govermacat by Tom Wardle, of Peace 
News still, his statement is berg backed with 
a sequest that the UN Conmussian giant a 
heating to Mi. Wardle. 


“His evidence will be authoritative and 
based on tiist-haud experience,” the Crusade 
for Workd Government stated hit week. 


The Crusade takes the view that the racial 
situation on S. Atiiea as basically rekited to 
the vindiewion of human viphts and “con- 
stitutes a world problem which has serous 
unplicauons fer the people of all countries.” 


Organisations sharing this view are asked 
io send represcatatives to a meeting to be 
held ny Room LP oot iiends Vause, Eaatep 
Ra, London, WOCLL, it 7.15 pam. on Thursday 
Hilly: 28, VS 


Former welfare officer 


fom Wardle, who served in an airborne 
regiment during the war, went to South Africa 
ih POR, as a welfare and youth oflicer in 
Fohanagsburg. 

Later he went to Cape town and Durban, 
where as ee officer of a large South 
African rubber concern he was responsible for 
the wellare and supervision of working con- 
ditions of both Europeans and Africans, 

He was associated with and helped ta found 
a oumber of tifermitional and inter-racial 
clubs and organisations, among them the Cape 
town One Would Club, and a mautti-racial 
voluntary service Unit. 

+ * e 

SOUTH AFRICA: Premier Dr Malan said 
recently that il the lividsh Labour Party, “with 
its) Dugdales, Brockhways, Griflitses and 
others,” cane into power the resulin far Anglo- 
South Aftican allairs would be disastrous 


MESSENGER JOINS 


Gerrman lay 
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Rarbara  Fleyer, 
year’s Olynipic Gamen tay Helsinkh afi 
altempling to ucliver a peice mesg. 


detain the group in un eifort ta wear down 
their deterntinaiion apd at the same tine atap 
public interest in, and backing for the ventura. 


fu anticipation af such ow event, a sup 
potier in Hanover hay recently sent a leer 
tu frieniy anit sysipathiseis asking far 
volunteers whe will form ulher groups de 
take the plaice of the fled amd any sabwe- 
quent lean itd otight be fursibdy remaved, 
fa the sume uun-violeat apidé af cauraye, 
endlurgnce andl dete amination. 


Telegrams have beea sent to the Amerlean 
ant Russian Hanh Commissioners dilormiig 
them that the peace marchers pean ta abe 
another attempt an duly 14, ami orging them 
to give their consent, 
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THE THREAT OF WESTERN 
“DOUBLE THINK” 


V JHA is behind the reorientation in 
Russian policy--internal and ex- 
ternal —we do not know. 


What is now very evident is that there is 
a reorientation, and that it is something more 
than a temporary phase. [ff there had 
previously beon any doubt about that, the 
eapediags that have taken place since the 
inital steps were taken to bring about the 
fall of Beria must now remove It, 


A fist of the changes in administrative out- 
look and in diplomatic expression as conipared 
with a year ago would be a formidable one. 
The depth of the change, however, seems lo us 
to be revealed very clearly ia one aspect of 
policy alone: the policy that has been pursued 
since the Bast Berlin troubles and that has not 
been interrupted in its development by the 
upheaval indicated by the dethronement ol 
Berta. 


That the Berlin troubles indicate deep-seated 
discontent. is, of course, true and what is 
happening now is an cndeavoar to modify the 
discontent and make it less menacing. 


When one has said that, however, one has 
not discounted the importance of the fact that 
the dominant aspect of policy in East 
Germany today, and as far as may be observed 
in the other Russian satellite arcas also, is 
based on an atiempt to meet the inimediate 
needs and the immediate demands of the 
people, 


* 


Now such a policy does not by any means 
necessarily follow widespread indications of 
discontent, 


There are always alternative policies to be 
chosen; cither an allempt at amelioration or 
yreater and amore brutal oppression; and a 
policy of greater oppression is one which 
comes most nalurally to most Governments, It 
is lor instance a policy of greater oppression 
which has been followed in Kenya; and the 
probability is that tus is the policy that 
would have been followed in the Russian- 
dominated areas during the Stalinist period, 


There is little doubt that a year ago demon- 
strafions against (he Bast German Government 
would have led to a period of bloudy supres- 
sion and the iron heel. Voday they have not, 
and we shall do well to recognise this fact 
and not be misled by the policy needs of the 
US, Government, representing primarily the 
views of the American big business interests, 
into discrediting it. 


What western politicians need to do naw 
ig nat to spend their time in clever conjectures 
about the ulterior motives that may be 
inspiring every move from the Eastern bloc ; 
they should try to sef aside their own ulterior 
mofives sa that they may come together 
frankly to explore the ground to see if it may 
riot be powsible to take steps toward a genuine 
peace, 


* 


Western politicians do not realise the extent 
fo which they have acquired that “ double 
think” character with which George Orwell 
rightly charged the politicians of Stalinist 
Russia. 


ft is not Russia today that suffers most 
from this moral malady, What the Russians 
are saying in international exchanges are now 
on the whole frank and decent pronounce- 
menis compared with the tortuous manoeuvr- 
inga of the Western diplomats under Amesican 
leadership. 


We take the following from a recent article 
in the New York Herald Vribune Waly 6) 
nol because jt is exceptional but becnuse it 
is representative of so many sunilar comments. 
Readers will have observed many similar 
remarka in the articles by diplomatic corres- 
ponadents in the British press. 


The article envisages the possibility of an 
aifer from Russia to negatiate on the basis 
of the rennification of Germany, neutral and 
independent of both the Eastern and Western 
blocs. Tk goes on to say: 


“The danger that Moscow might inake such 
an offer has haunted the Western capitals for 
some tine and the danger is now probably 

cuter than ever because a convincing 
Soviet mave along these lines could conceiv- 
ably defeat Chancellor Adenauer at the 
West German elections in September.” 


if we can throw our minds back ta 1946, 
before the U.S.A. had begun to construct 
Europe ag an outpost in iia struggle for world 
power, we must surely recognise that a 
Germany that would accept neutrality and an 
abandonment of any idea of military alliances 
would have been regarded as an important 
contribution to the provision of the conditions 
for peace, 


Jt should be a Majer sim of Western policy 
jogay to sec i} ihig is not something that may 
be achieved with the new Malenkev regime. 


‘sStalling” policy endorsed 
| pu: result of the “ Little Bermuda” 
| talks is the continuation of the 
|“ stalling ” policy desired by Mr. Dulles. 


hoc is to be no meeting with the Russian 
Government anil after the West) Gernnan 
elections in September are safely out of the 
way. Then it is proposed that there shall be a 
mecuing of the Foreign Manisters of the Four 
Powers, and it would thus be Mr. Molotov and 
not Me. Matenkov who would come into this 
cHiSCUSSIOIL 

ft is only later on, if this meetung should 
prove promising, that the Prime Ministers 
would meet. 

Hhese proposals have to be endorsed by the 
British, drench and West German Govern- 
ments, and as we go to press their answers 
have not been announced. 

Mr. Dulles and President Eisenhower are 
anxious that Dr. Adenauer’s chances in. the 


Gierman clections shall tiot be damaged and 
those of the Social Democrats improved. On 
this aspect of policy they will have had very 
lithe difficulty in geuing the sympathy of M, 
Ridault and lord Salisbury. 

lt is, however, possihle that they may have 
aver-reached themselves. ft should not be 
difficult’ for the Social Democrats to show 
that the Western statesmen, with = Pr. 
Adenauer’s acquiescence, have done their best 
to sabotage the peace possibilities arising 
from the advent of the Malenkoy Government 
and Mr. Churchill’s prompt reaction. 


Killing hopes of peace 


There is a report that it is intended to 

propose a unified Germany on the basis of 
free elections, to be linked in a military 
sense wilh Western Europe. 
_ tfow prepostergus it is to go into a con- 
ference with such a proposal as a basis for 
discussion can be seen if we ask ourselves 
what would be the Western reaction if this 
thing were happening the other way round, 
and the Russians had called a preliminary 
conference of the Foreign Ministers of 
{tungary, Polund, ete, and had then an- 
nounced that they would hope ta get agree- 
ment on a proposal for a miihied Germany on 
the basis of free elections, the whole area to 
Be linked in a military sense with the Russian 
blac, 


Docs Mr. Dulles know? 
MR. DULLES claims to have a great 


deal of knowledge as to trends 
behind the “jron curtain” based on 
information supplied to him by the 


“intelligence ” services working for the 
State Department. 


We may well be sceptical about their reli- 
ability since it is not easy to obtain reliable 
information about what is happening in 
Russia and Eastern Europe. 


With the development of present trends in 
Russian policy it is to be hoped that before 
long it may become more easy, and that there 
will be press correspondents in Russia sending 
out unecnsored news just as there are in the 
Western countries. ‘That is not yet, however, 
and the picture of Russia and East Europe and 
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ihe conceptions of the policies likely to be 
pursucd by their governments that the U.S. 
State Plepartment is able to construct are 
based on the taformation supplied by its spy 
services. 


ft should have been a great deal simpler to 
have rehable information about the intentions 
of the South Korean Government ; neverthe- 
less for three years the American State Depart- 
ment has been completely misled, it would 
appear, despite all the work of its “intel- 
ligence.” 

There is no reason to assume that Mr. 
Dulles and his colleagues are any more likely 
to be better informed about policies being 
pursued behind the iron curtain. 


Spare us a confession 
WEE: shall learn with more precision, we 

suppose, of the crimes with which 
Lavrenti P. Beria is charged if he ts put 
on trial. 


The Pravda article denouncing Beria is 
apparently written on the principle frequently 
observed in Communist statements, that when 
there is very little you are able to say it 
should be said in the greatest possible number 
of words, 


We were sorry to see that this accused him 
of being “a hireling of foreign imperialist 
forces." Nobody outside Russia will believe 
this: and as a leading instrument of Stalinist 
policy over 80 many years it was to be ex- 
pected that if anyone could not easily fit into 
the new policy of which there has been so 
much evidence it weuld be the man who had 
primary responsibility for the conduct of the 
Stalinist political police. 

We hope very much that we shall not later 
be told that he has made a confession and 
that selling himself to foreign imperialist 
forces is one of the things to which he has 
confessed. 


The true face 


What Pravda tells us is that now, at last, 
Beria has revealed hig true face, Nobody 
before had seen this. He spent fifteen years 
at the head of the Russian security system 
helping to disclose the true faces of a great 
multitude of people if was necessary should 
be condemned, but his own true face has not 
been revealed until now. 


This fact) must obviously raise many 
speculations in the minds of all those who do 
not have political affiliations that inhibit any 
kind of thinking about events in Russia, 
Have we yel for instance been permitted to 
perceive the true face of Malenkov? Or 
Molotov? Or Kruglov? 


Can we really be sure, after all, that the 
true face of Stalin was ever disclosed? If 


not 
resist ”’ 


By A. j. 
MUSTE 


N a recent discussion of current politi- 
cal problems the following question 
was raised : 

Whether when a person confronted a 
violation of civil liberties or academic free- 
dom it would be better to draw the line and 
resist firmly right front the start or whether, 
if the violation did not seem too serious, it 
might be wiser and more elfective not to 
expend energy and perhaps risk loss of one’s 
job on immediate non-conformity and resis- 
tance, but to husband one’s resources for a 
vigorous elfort if amd when a truly serious 
Violation occurred. 


The idea that you wait until an evil assumes 
considerable proportions befare oifering re- 
sistance, has never appealed to me, and this 
was the line § took in the discussion. 


Lord Actow’s analysis 


At the time 1 was not familiar with the 
analysis by the great Lord Acton, himself a 
Roman Catholic, of the breakdown of the 
Liberal Catholic opposition to the dagma of 
re a] Infallibitity at the Vatican Connell of 
870). 


Since then | have for the first time learned 
something more about Lord Acton than the 
fact that he was the author of the profound 
observation; “ Power tends to corrupt, and 
ahsolute power corrupts absolutely,” 


The medium of iastruction and enjoyment 
was a book published a few months aga by 
Routledge and Kegan Pan! in Great Britain 
and by the University of Chicago Press here, 
entitled Lord Acton: A Study in Conscience 
and Palitics, 


The auther of the biography of Lord 
Acion’s ideas and to a lesser exient of the 
man himself is Gertrude Himmelfarb, whe 
previously cditcd Acton’s Exsays on Freedom 


CEGeL eRe ROMeT HE? USA 


ae They petitioned: they did 


and Power with a perceptive critical intro- 
duction, 

Acton was, of course, not unaware of the 
terrific pressures and devious methods used 
by Pius IX and the Ultramontanists who 
wanted the dogma adopted. But he concluded 

‘lo quote Dr. Himmelfarb’s paraphrase— 
that although “the blows inflicted by Rome 
had been painful,” they had not been “actually 
fatal to the minority, that the real cause of 
death was a prolonged act of suicide" on the 
part of the minority of theologians and 

ishops who opposed the adoption of the 
dogma. 

“The bishops,” continues the paraphrase of 
Acton’s analysis, “even those of the minority, 
had so Jong cultivated the habit of blind 
obedience, that they had been constitutionally 
incapable of elfecive oppositian,” 

Then comes the reflection with which I wish 
I had been familiar at the time of the discus- 
sion referred to in the opening paragraph. 

Vach time the minority ‘were tempted to 
reject a decree, they decided instead to save 
their strength for the main bate, but by the 
time that battle had arrived, they had dis- 
sipated both their strength and their will- 
power, 

On how many postponed struggles for free- 
dom and justice this obituary may be 
pronounced | 


Warning to would-he rebels 


Acton goes on to suggest that the forces of 
reaction always, as it were intuitively, sense 
the actual strength and toughness of the oppo- 
sition offered to them. In this instance, 
“Rome discovered that there was no principle 
they would not betray rather than defy the 
Pope in his wrath. No compromise waa re- 
garded as too costly, no subierfuge 100 
ignoble,” : 

He makes still another penetrating obser- 
vation which all wonld-be rebela in our time 
need to take inla account, viz. that if our 
resistance to what we profess to hate is infirm 
and inconsiant, we shall end up not hating it 
any more. 

" Refore this insidious infirmity of purpose ” 
displayed by the mivorily, “even the hatred of 
infallibility succumbed.” flow indeed should 
it be otherwise? 

If we can rationalize ourselves into post- 
poning resistance to the thing we profexs 


#¢ Continued on back page 


verinitted to see his true face, just or 
a jearn in the nineteen-thirties that #0 Me 
of bis old Communist colleagues had a 
revealed their true faces until Stalin 7 | 
Vyshinsky, assisted by Beria’s predecessor 
torn away their masks? 


The Death Penalty | 

: i 

PSH issue of capital punishment ‘| 
coming to the fore again. 


Public disquict over the execution af De 
Reniley, early this year has been follows 
even more serious disturbance CANS” 
ihe suggestions made during the Christ ‘i 
that an innocent man may have been exe (| 


} 


for a crime he did not commit. 


These notes are written before the Rene 
of the special enquiry into the Evans cas? fi i 
heen published, but whatever the outcor 
that enquiry, there must be serious die 
tion with the position revealed, If it 1 i 
that Evans was an innocent man, that ¥ 


1 ; 
be the final answer to those who vee 


ai 


evidence, Ifimsel{ undeterred by | 
penalty, he assisted to bring that awful Pé® RETNA) G 
to another man, and then proceeded wll ‘aud Colt 
own murderous progress. Meeting: a 


Ni 
It is not to stretch a point to say that bs tion at” : 
whatever angle the sordid business 18 Mi Wy 
it puts capiial punishment in a Bae io play ; 
ineffective light. Christie’s many Yad iy Up at 
suttered their dreadful fate despite the ig ! Peace 


knowledge of their murderer that the PO. 
for his crime was death. ‘That threat ©! 
deter him or protect them. 

Meantime the report is being prepare 
is shortly to be published, of the Royal y \ HE 
mission on Capital Punishment; it hes No 


sitting for four years and its work Me £95 *. | 
probably lengthened by the difficult Jy that eke 
of ils terms of reference, It may discs ag) in the a he 
of modilying and limiting the use of thé Gh) far’ Dad 


en be 
penalty but ts forbidden ta discuss aboliiis 
it. Whatever compromise solution it ma 
will probably be already out of keepitb “ae 
the public feeling aroused by the Chie 
Evans business, that this ig a penalty Ws 
sible to meddle with and too dangete! 
keep. 
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Spy charge appeal 


al 
CANADIAN Left-wing Prote™®d) i 
journal, “One,” has publish’ of) * 


appeal for the withdrawal of wily ute rh 
mented charges made by the als thin ie M 
Union against the well-known jou Me at 
Anna Louise Strong. \ Miostng, 
ya! conti 
Addressed to Georgi Malenkov and Af Non law. 
sador Zarubin, the appeal urges : a hitetple ‘ 
: : a ahi 
“The time has come to correct 9 wet! | Ae ha 
linpression concerning a life-long 4 Mine, 
friend of the Soviet Union, Anna Ho) ty: Mry 
Strong, who was deported from RUS Hing BeOS 
1949 on the nominal charge of * spyil® off | bres ple th 
say nommal because the charge wes he 8 
documented, tury “othe 
¥ xd “S i al 
And because of this injustice Miss Sy |" : 
has been cut off from that normal & TOT 
with the world which was her life. Ath AL 
ii : 
“This appeal for correction js bare oft hag Rael 
merely on a desire that Miss 54) ja! of tah: 
powerful mind and soul may be [ree gp Hinge mall 
untrammelled activity and influence, P¥ Brice 
on our faith in the integrity of the i Wadists be 
Union, welded as it is with the intes" ae 
the rising World Community,” N Ste 
In 1930 Miss Strong organised the Pars tine bus 
language edition of the Moscow Dail¥ ""¢ 1 By, TE, ki 
Well known among ler many boo 4 ya come 
‘Children of Revolution,” " Red Ste ij gon fo 
Samarkand,” “T Change Worlds" and fy, ve8 the 
out of China.” i ty of | 
. it “a 
After her deportation she stayed Re Fess ce 
period at ihe well-known American thehe: dec 
Centre at Pendle Hill, She is 68. jugkin 
We are very glad to observe this appa iempen 
¢ , 0 
As a journal, One” is very sympatitete ti nou ¥ 
Russian Communism and Anna Louis® | tiches ca 
has never ceased to write favourably My fn gro 
Russian regime and the late Joseph sia thoes on 
i will be a very small extension af f tite clas 
ency jf the Russian Government tines HM cler 
able fo respond to this appeal, although “oe 1 "Bak rarty 
nothing of the radical significance thal 4! [Beatie on 
to the release of the condemned dactot® yf! by ae 
a ‘ 1p. $e: 
Yhe appeal is probably based OFF ; [Mra 
assumption that in the new atmosphere og lere ig 1 
Malenkov regime it has some likeline™ ‘th ‘Yturyy 
meeting with success, a ld the 
What | particularly pléases us about i a ue 
appeal is thal among the editorial ad¥l gay: Ma thee of 
"One" are the Dean of Canterbury, ee aut 
Stanley Evans, the Rev, Etienne Wal®, ‘DOU 


Bishops Alber( Hereczky and Lajos Ve? 'y 


‘ 4 BT My; 7, 
we have not so far seen these aera pa we hh 
fo 
# 


anf you 


| 
Ne 


ciated with an appeal on_ behalf of & 


who has been condemned by the ” i vinly 
authorities. ’ j/ bg eee 
a0 > —— the a8 to 

Ih®, who 


In PEACH NEWS nome wel WE the 
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FOR A CHRISTIAN | 
FOREIGN POLICY 


Thit distinguished Rhades Schalér fe wuthor of 24), 
papines book "Cltzens af the World.’ Prefased ol, 
iam O. Dougias, it has fa celyed en enthusieatlé 
inthe Usa | 2 
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So long as great powers 
Préparation of peace 


tN vain.” 


KEIR HARDIE 


| 


YADOLF HITLER 


pee) your own sword,” 


raise conscript armies without hindrance oF 
Imit, it would be vain to expect the lasting 
| look upon conscrip- 
ton as the tap root of militarism and unless 
Cis cut all our labours will eventually be 


"Conscription is the badge of the slave.” 


Compulsory military service for every 
Man... na one gives you freedom save 


What they said about 
conscription-— 


are allowed to 


The Conscription Act expires this year. New legislation to 
continue the call-up is expected to come before Parliament 
in October. 

Up and down the country groups and movemems are 
going into action. Only three months are left in which to rouse 


the people of Britain, 


Here are the latest reports, Let Peace News know what 
you, and any organisations with which you are associated, arc 
doing. A check-list appears at the foot of this page. 


been busy collecting signatures against con- 


scription, ‘They are approaching their MP 


in th 
fa] 
leaftoy 


MUNA GREEN ; Sybil Morrison and Rev. 

MW Colunan were speakers at a Public 
arranged by the Peace Pledge 
ree to oppose renewal of the Conscrip- 
OM Ket, 


*uling 


MOD jy 


Wann we were at school 
Press We Jearned about the 
that Gangs. We were told 
int was how they did things 
one bad old days. Now all 
ws Bone, 
lave, learned = about — the 
Tbe’ but still more about 
ihe CHorce. We learned about 
"iacking of children for 
app’? but it all ended 
fin pe with Shaftesbury and 
yp tclory Acts, ; 
Wis LoBical eflect of this 
tbhortst we developed an 
toa fence for laws and prac- 
tre Which forced people into 
ee or labour of any kind, 
Mg tight voluntarity to 
‘hi or withhold tabour or 
the in the fashion and on 
termes 


Roost 


thy 


of one’s own 
ng, so long as this does 
& conflict with ihe com- 
“ law, is ou fundumental 
i ciple of the way of tife 

t we have come to cherish 
Ol fhis hand, 
tig, itary conscription — is 

‘a gross violation of that 
Mocihle that ils continuation 
he “M8 a mortal challenge to 
ty htire democratic struc- 
jf any state which adopts 


TOTALITARIANISM 


he National Service Act 
y “own itself to be an Act 
Main totalitarianism _ whose 
wlénance has required all 
Pygtlifice of skilled propa- 
dists 


hy web of such subtle device 


Vharreeh woven aroynd the 
i) business that many 
inet’ kindly people have 


¥ come to accept that pre- 
gon for war, involving aa 
{8 the most contemptible 
M8 of indoctrination and 
mm Juculeation of hatred, is a 
wet of honour and duty, 
Nk, decline in balanced 
hija 8 and independent 
tye dent which military con- 
ty Pion has brought about is 
thyenced by the fact that 
ip 'Ches can’ bring themselves 


' 
to write favourably, ali iMripte group courses for con- 


ul the late Joseph 


: 
ry small extension ¢ 
ian. Government finds 
this appeal, although 
eal significance that 4 
he condemned doctol® t 
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the new atmosphere ot } 
it has some |ikelih 
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| 
¥}, “DOUBLE-THINK” 


ul? we hear as much about 


ls “on how to acauit 
Vy ielves wall in the army, 
Ne Ger y and laymen ahke 
Hho oart of being too out- 
iy “non the matter of con- 
b Mtious objection lest they 
Bing, Used er making propa- 


! is , . ‘ 
jigltere is now a choice bit of 
fith, Yturvy thinking. 


Why 
'? the anus of conscience 
yt the Jad wha wants to 
Our of the Forces? Why 
® other way round? 


young men to think 


&, 8 
Na fulty hefore they jain up? 


Ing” it Seems the careful think- 


83 to be done only by 


ee ee Te = a“ | aa nett object. 
= eh io 2 18 the kind of confusion 
NEWS nexe WE 1 “Glues that Onvell had in 


‘ellow Barf 
CHRISTIAN 


as Schalar ie authar of the! 
1a.af the World.” Prefeged ace? 
45 received an anthysiestl™ ; 
nthe Wea . 


of isn 


when he described the 
Ique of “ double-think.” 
tyyetacy and conscription 


Hs fv 89 together. So much is 


yy YS) What is less obvious, 
Mig, lors important, is that 
Ng Ption and sound moral 


i Tigo tt dowt go together, 


ne defenders of conscrip- 
dave many a good word 


>. + Quakers are putting an adver- 
Ment stating Friends’ Peace Testimony 
© papers and sending levers to the Press 
their MP. ‘They are also distributing 


, : Posters about conscription are 
BUp at the Friends’ Meeting House. 
“+ Mace Pledge Union members have 


an 


statement on 


posters tours 


Friends 


‘““THE BADGE OF THE SLAVE” 


By Tom Wardie 


to say for the Services. {It is 
interesung to note that the 
need to defend conscription is 
acutely felt by some, not least 
the War Minister himself, who 
told the House of Commons 
recently about the valuable 
effects of Army lite upon the 
youngster, 


That literacy - education, 
sports and recreational facili- 
ues, foad, clothing and shelters 
better than many of them 
have known are provided for 
national servicemen, ts true. 


Two things may be said 
about this: the first is that 
it has got nothing even re- 
motely to do with the purpose 
of conscription, which is to 
rovide a force of men trained 
in the art of effective killing. 
Ho othe gymnasiums and the 
classes and the weckend [oot- 
ball have any function at all 
it is to make the young man 
fitter, brighter and happier 
and thus more ellicient at his 
job. Any Personnel Officer 
will tell you that: employee- 
services are a sine qua non 


of good management and 
high labour efliciency, 
The overwhelmingly —im- 


portant point in this connec. 
ton is that the job of the 
soldier in to kill and destroy, 


If the issue were solely one 
of conscription, it would sull 
be wrong, That it is conscrip= 
lion for organised murder 
places it in the category of 
abysmal cvil. 


SHAKY GROUND 


The second comment that 
must be nade about the Army- 
does - your = boy~ a - lot - of - 
good argument is that it ig an 
enormous and sorry indict- 
ment of our society if we 
have to herd our young into 
camps, stuff them into uni- 
forms and compel them into 
achoolsy and taining centres 
in order to make them fit and 
intelligent people, 


On this score, marcover, the 
friends of militarism are on 
shaky ground, 


There is a considerable 
body of evidence ta suggest 
that (quite apart from the 
inevitable brutalisation of any 
man who lives in an atmos: 
EC violence is glori- 
ied) Service life corrupts and 
demoralises erstwhile upright 
lads into upplers, gamblers, 
vheata and libertines, 


The: sun never sets oo the 
British Army's prophylactic 
centres around the globe. 
Venereal disease follows the 
flag. 


Productivity is a long word 
that means elbow-grease, It 
ig wu sound tenet of economies 
iwhatever school) that the 
more elbows there are the 
more grease will be available. 
Every year thousands of fel- 
lows are whisked away fron 
the farms, the factories, the 
drawing boards, the offices. - 
just at the age when, with 
developing sueng!h and ex- 


perience, they are beginning # 
contrib 


to make an effective 


perenne ner 


lo receive a deputation, 


BRADFORD : Quakers have issucd a public pRPORT: 


conscription, asking that al 


citizens Will give prayer and thought to the 
issue of iis removal. 


BURY : Members of Holeambe Brook Quaker 
Meeting, who helped to bring about the 
reversal of the decision of the Bary Car- 
poration against COs, are carrying out two 
Open-air campaigns in the district. : 

A light yan fitted with anti-conscription 


the area and Friends are 


setting up sites to obtain signatures against 
the renewal of the National Service Act. 
have 


also) written to churches, 


tion to the nation’s cconomic 
lite. p 
lt is said that a couple of 
years away from the home 
background, doing new things, 
seving fresh places and faces, 
broadens the background of a 
man, matures him, gives him 
better understanding. 
That's right, it does. Bat 
the new things he docs need 
not be wiproductive things. 
Ife doesn’t need to be a drain 
on anybody's resources, as the 
Work-Camp organisers — will 
confirm. He could be helping 
people—that is a broadening 
and maturing form of expert 
ence if you like What 1s 
more, he could do it of his 
own free will and develop the 
kind of discipline which 
comes from inside, the only 
valid kind, the kind we mean 
when we use the phrase self- 
control, not sergeant-control. 
And he could do it tinder 
circumstances and conditions 
that would enable him really 
to get ta know people as a 


man amoung omen, not a 
daughter-chasing, — pub-pack- 
ing, tank-driving nuisance 


with a set of Army Council 
Instructions for morals, ehit- 
turing up the village and dis- 
turbing the serenity of civilian 
life, 


CHOICE 


To ask a tan to die for a 
cause is a big thing, It is 
something anly those who are 
prepared to die themselves 
Inay ask, and then ask, not 
Jorce. Prophets and teachers 
have asked it in the past and 
men have responded, Creater 
love hath no man indeed than 
that, 

To ask a man to Ail for a 
cause ig another matter en- 
lively. It is the opinion of 
this writer that such a. request 
is utterly unjustifiable by any 


canon of ethical of religious: 
belief and that io compel him, 


to kill on pain ultimately of 
death himself iq sa mane 
strously wicked that it pres 
sents him with that very 
situation where he must con- 


sider the sarrender of his 

own life preferable, 
CHALLENGE 

Archdeacon  Hartill has 


challenged the Church : 

“Can we expect of the 
homb-nimer who releases an 
siom-bomb that he will pray 
‘Oh, Gad, bless this act to 
Thy greater glory 7’ Uf not, 
have we the right to ask hhn 
io do it, on our behalf 
worse still, have we the right 
to force him ta do i?” 

Humanist, deist, philosopher 
or common man, do you 
approve that men should slay 
and injure in your name? 

Do you agree that compul- 
sjon on matiera af such pro- 
found significance should be 
part of our-country’s life? 
Think. ee : 


MPs aud the press. Phey have displayed 
wati-conscriplion pasters on a local railway 
station, 


Quakers have sent an anti- 
conscription petition to thei MP and are to 
hold aameching on the subject an the autumn, 


ECCLES: Quakers have published the word- 
ing of the Northern Priends’ Peace Board 
poster in’ the local Press. Th was given a 
prominent pluce on the front page. 


ELVA: ‘Fen members of Uitham Peace 
Fledpe Union Group have distributed leaf- 
lets about conscription jo houses in) their 
area. ‘They have followed later with copies 
of the anti-consenption petition, 


side of the path 
the victim would be dead inside five minutes. 


the boomslang, walked beneath the tree, 
snake's body shot cut and its fangs struck the 
hoy on top of the head. He died quickly. 


mined to rid the village of this menace, 
wits sharpened by emotion, she prepared a 
cauldron of boiling gruel. Then, balancing tha 
pot on a mat of cloth upon her head she walked 
slowly 


Results are sa far as follows : 
No signature or no interest 199 houses 
Signatures obtained (some 

limes several in one 


house) 74 houses 


In addition there were 50 houses where 
people were definitely interested but wanted 
more tine (© consider before signing, Where 
signatures have been obtained, further leal- 
lets and copies of Peace News have been left 

the Group reports Lnendly receptions and 
few rebuffs. One person can cover 25 
houses ina period of 14 hours, the Group 
finds, ’ 


GOLDERS GREEN : Quakers have written to 
their MP and the Presy. They have also 
Urged members to write individually. Posters 
have been put up in the neighbourhood, 


HUDDERSMIELD : Quakers have written to 
their three MPs. They recently held a dis- 
cussion meeting on conscription, A large 
humbee of anti-conscription leaflets have 
been distributed, 


HULL: Quakers have put ap posters in the 
cily. Individuals are writing to MPs and 
there is ta be a petition campaign. 


LETCHWORTH: In May, 19 other churches 
in the town were invited by Quakers to send 
representatives to meet them to discuss can- 
seription, 

Two churches sent representatives and one 
wis in favour of  conseription, Two 
churches replied, declining the invitation. 
None of the others made any sign. Mem- 
bers have been urged to write to MPs and 
sign the No Conseription Canneil’s petition, 


LEYTONSTONE s Peace Pledge Union mem- 
bers held a public meeting to protest ugainat 
the Government's plan to renew conserip- 
lion, Sybil Marrison was the speaker, 


LIPTLEMAMPYON + Quakers have sent a 
petition to their MP and a member of the 
Mevting has been able to get a resolution 
on the question of Boy Cadets accepted for 
Wangmission to 4 higher authority in the 
Labour Movement. 


LONDON ; From the No Conscription Coun- 


cil comes an illustrated leaflet, * Conscrip- 
tion and the Cosh,” by Lieut-Col. N. Read- 
Collins, Secretary to the Council, The 
leaflet discusses some of the effects of com- 
pulsory eatatine training upen the morals 
and character a young men, 
The Fact-Finding Group of the No Con- 
scription Council is producing 4 Bulletin of 
information for those engaged in the eam- 
aign against the renewal of the National 
service Act, sees : : 
No, 1 of the Bulletin, issued last month, 
containg an extract fromy the thesis, “ The 
effects of Service life on criniinal 
behaviour,” by Dr. J. ©. Spencer, who lee- 


tures in Criminology at the London School 


of Economics. 


Tt also contains. part of an article written — 


by a clergyman putting the cass for con- 
scription, The arguments he uses are those 
which opponenis of conscription must he 
prepared to meet, writes the Group. - 


LONG SUTTON: Members of the Quaker 
Meeting 
petition, 


MALVERN?: Quakers have written to MPs 


and signed the petition, They have had a 


yeport on the work of the Central: Hoard’ 


for Conscientious Objector and taken a 
collection for the Hoard’s funds. 


RUGBY: Peace Pledge Union members Dis 
t between PPU g.., 
Chairman Sybil Morzison and. the “focal 
Labour MP. The MP did nat tum up and _ 
a Labour councillar was found to sbsutute | 


atfanged a Public Debate 


have signed the anticconseription 
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The incredible storyiof the snake 


and the cooking pot 


FEXHE BOOMSLANG is one of 

the world’s deadifest 
snakes, It Hves in trees, hence 
its name, which is Afrikaans 
for tree-snake. 


Near an African village in 
the inanda district of. Natal 
there was a tree which was 
inhabited by a boomslang, All 
the people walked gingerly 
past this tree on the other 
One strike fram the snake and 


One day a small Zulu boy, not knowing akout 
The 


His mother was crazy with grief. She deter- 
Her 


beneath the tree. Down flashed the 
vipers head=-straight ute the steaming por- 
ridge. It fell down numb with shock and was 
soon finished off, 


| was told the stary by several people in the 
village, And they all swore it was true. | don't 
know, perliaps it was; perhaps m wasn't, But 
it’s a good story even if the moral for pacifists 
is nat quite clear. 


What's it gat to do with Peace News fund? 
Well nothing really, except that it's got you 
reading at far as this. it's a pimmick. Gut then 
you Know what this column's about We want 
more money to expand and improve the paper, 
You've got the money (we confidently pre 
stime). That’s all there is to it, : 


There’s one further thought. If we got all 
the cash we need, we would be able ta devate 
this column every week to telling entertaining 
little stories without any mercenary tail-off, 
Think about that friends, 


TOM WARDLE 


Contributions since fuly 32 £44 16s, 8d, 

Volal for 1983; £356 Pha, Teh. 
Please make cheques, cre, puvable to Peace 
News htd. and address tea te Kerra Hrittain, ” 
Treasurer, Peace News, 3 Hlackwock Road 
Net, Pay 


—— — mom eerie arintipvonisteese ppc iy 


written to. Local ‘Prades Councils and Co- 
openitise Party bave alsa been approached. 
Pwenty-four ant-conscription posters have 
hee distributed and some billpastiig ja” 
being planned, Be 


WALES; The Union of Welsh Congregax 
tionalists has pared a resolution calling - 
upon the British Government to repeal the 

ational Service Act {ft owas passed 
without a single dissentiont, iaian 

WALTHAMSTOW : The Peace Council which 
has a Quaker chairman has been guiding — 
local efforts against the renewal of conscrip >, 
tion. At a recent public meeting Sybil 
Morrison (PPU) and Reg Sorenson, MP, 
President of the Labour Peace Fellowships, 
spoke, 


WOODBRIDGE: Quaker aad Meeting 
wrote to the Prime Minister, the War Secre-- 
tary and to Suffolk MPs protesting against 
ihe formation of the Boys’ /Batjalion and 
military taining, They also sent a detter 
the local paper referring to the legal 
sion for COs. Tt is known that one rma 
registered as'a CQ as a result of the lotier, 


WORCESTER ; Copica of the statement, The 
Charches and Conscription, have been diy 
tributed by Worcester Friends to the Free 
Church Foderal Council, the executives o 
the Worcester United Christian Council and: 
the Worcester Pree Church Women’s Con 
vil. Representatives {rom the Meeting have 
addressed the Free Church Federa Counel 
on the subject, : : 

WREXHAM 1 The Poace Correspandentiaf 
Quaker Meeting has written to the local 
and collected signatures for: the anti 
actiption petition, 


: ‘i 
statement about oun: TMen's. oglgh 
register as conscientions objectors, and an 
offer to supply farther information. 
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(SOWARDICE is the altitude of mind 

~ which enables or causes a man to 
act in a manner which is contrary to his 
conscience for fear of danger, pain or 
death. 


Cowardice in war is to act, in obedience to 
an order, against one’s better judgement and in 
a way which one should never employ in civil 
life and trom one’s own free will. In partic- 
tar such actions are: 


Killing human beings not beewuse they 
are dangerous or evil, but because they have 
been labelled “ enemies” ; 


Hurning down homesteads for the sole 
reason that they belong to the enemy ; 
Looting occupied territory because it is the 
cnemy’s territory. 


Yhe fact that such actions are not com- 
mitted for personal gain does not make any 
difference here. 


Fear as such does not constitute cowardice. 
It is a biological fact which in itself is neither 
good nor bad. ‘The best and noblest man can 
still experience fear. Fear becomes cowardly if 
and when it causes a man to act against his 
conviction or his conscience. We cannot con- 
denin fear--we must condemn cowardice. 


Cowards are to be found among war resis- 
ters as well as among combatants. Pacifism 
provides no safeguard against cowardice, but 
neither docs militarism. 


Objection to military service, as understood 
by the War Resisters’ International, is based 
upon the recognition that war is a crime, not 
only against the murdered, but also agatnst 
the person who is made to commit murder. 


Realising this, the war resister, from his own 
free will, refuses every kind of participation 
wm war, with or without arms. Moreover, he 
co-operates. with Jike-minded people in’ the 
removal of the psychological, political and 
economic causes of war, for although the 
personal refusal ig essential, it is not in itself 
decisive, The cvil must be attacked at the 
root, and that can only be done by removing 
the causes of war. 


THEIR PLEDGE 
To prevent new wars 
i 


‘The war resister is pledged to do everything 
in his power to prevent the outbreak of new 
wars. The more actively he works along these 
lines, the nearer he will come to a perfect 
unity between thought and action, and the less 
likely he will be to succumb to cowardice, 


A war resister becomes a coward if and 
when fear of persecution and penalties makes 
him act against his conscience, But at that 
moment he ceases to be a war resister. 

Where cowardice creeps in, the attitude of 
mind which resulls in a refusal to take part 
in war, no longer operates. 

_Vhe same is true, though in a different way, 
of participation in war. 

The man who, on principle, approves of 
Violence, but out of fear secks cover in the 
pacifist camp and pretends to be a war 
resister, betrays his belief in the method of 
war and becomes a coward. 

Pacifists would much rather be without 
people of that type, who will certainly 
not find fife easy in the event of war. 

Most soldiers do not participate in war on 
principle, but because they are forced to do so 
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ARDICE 


they fear imprisonment or death should 
they refuse to take up arms. 

Millions of soldiers, in fact, argue that in 
war they stand at least a chance of escaping 
with ther fives, while they would most 
certainly be shot if they refused to fight. It is 
doubtful whether wars would be possible at all 
without that kind of reasoning. 


Man is exposed fo strong pressure from his 
environment, die is afraid of being scorned 
and ostracised by his family, his colleagues, 
his friends. 

Consideration for his family also plays a 
part. Men are generally anxious ta save their 
families trouble and social boycott. 

On the other hand, there are participants in 
war who are conyineed that war is really the 
father of all things, or at least necessary in the 
last resort, and who fight willingly. ‘They are 


= HNethodisa's Han of the Homeut = 


“Only the man who refuses to fight lives up to the standards 
true heroism,” writes Dr. Theodor Michaltscheff, Secretary of th 
German Branch of the War Resisters’ International and editot™ 


Friedensrundschau. 


worthy af respect, but their number is so small 
as to be insignificant. 


Most soldiers take a completely different 
attitude. “Vhey are obliged either to kill the 
“enemy” of be killed by him. 


It is truce, of course, that soliders act with 
astonishing bravery and fortitude, but that 
cannot and must not blind us to the fact that 
such bravery and fortitude are made to serve 
a cause in Which the soldiers themselves do 
not believe, and which, on the contrary, they 
quite often curse openly or in their hearts, In 
spite of helpfulness, self-sacrifice, endurance, 
and all the other “soldierly virtues,” most 
soldiers Would much rather return home as 
soon as possible, und some are even prepared 
to pay with a disabling injury for the chance 
fo do so. 


People will often say “But what can we 


DONALD SOPER 


By Robert Greacen 


TPSHOSE who occasionally stroll in Hyde 
© Park on Sunday afternoons will be 
familiar with speakers’ corner, near 
Marble Arch. 


Perhaps there is nothing quite like it anywhere 
else in the world. Even Mr. Vyshinsky 
would be listened to respectfully. Men with 
a mission together with eranks, true and 
false prophets alike are free to adress those 
who wil listen to them, The worst sin 
there is is not being wrong but being dull. 
One of the few speakers with a really big 
following at Marble Arch is Donald Soper. 


* 

Dressed in clerical black--with a brown 
leather jacket to protect against the bite of 
wWinter—grave and humorous by turns, he 
always manages to make himself heard. 
Not only because he has a strong, carrying 
voice, but because of the conviction that one 
senses behind his words. Hecklers and 
interruptors are dealt with firmly, but one 
can feel a certain kindness even in Dr. 
Soper's most annihilating replies. Like 
most good talk, a reco-d of any Sunday's 
proceedings would read flatly. One simply 
must fear what is said. I have seen his gift 
of swift, humorous reply silence at least 
one bible-waving heckler, who himself 
joined in the general laughter he provoked. 


* 


Hlere is an example of this collective humour 
taken from Dr. Soper’s “ Christ and Tower 
Hill.” Donald Soper had been arguing week 
after week at his Tower Hill pitch with a 
little man who wore a large and discoloured 
bowler hat. The htthe man was a very 
literal materialist, who believed that science 
alone deals with “real” things. Imponder- 
ables left him cold. You couldn't measure 
love or justice in terms of centimeters! Dr. 
Soper was speaking of the soul as being 
eternal and persisting after death. The little 
man’s practical nature was outraged. 


“Well, anyhow” he shouted, “what shape is 
your soul when you are dead?” 


~ Oblong” replied Dr. Soper. 
It is hard to get the better of a man like that. 


x 


What kind of a man is this who can so hold 
the attention and win the affection of the 
heterogeneous people who make up a public 
crowd? [ expect he himself wauld say 
simply —a Christian. The facts of his life 
can be briefly summarised. Born at Wand- 
sworth not quite fifty years ago, Dr. Soper 
—now President of the Methodist Church— 
was educated at St. Catharine’s College, 


I began that conducted tour without a 
political creed 1 finished it a Socialist... 
| had talked easily of the stewardship of 
wealth and natural responsibility but un- 
tH that day there was no burning con- 
viction, no blinding light of certitude. 


How did he come to speak to all and sundry at 
Yower Hull and later at Marble Arch? One 
day a young member of his congregation in 
the Old Kent Road, came and told Dr. 
Soper how worricd he was that Protestant 
Christianity was so fatuously advocated in 
public. He felt there was need of Christian 
propaganda on an intellectual level, but put 
across in language the average man could 
understand. 

* 


Dr. Soper decided there was something in the 
idea and that he would have a shot at it. 
His perseverance over the years—and in all 
his refusal to take our moody weather too 
seriously-—is why he is today one of 
Britain’s best-known and = most effective 
public speakers. 

Economics, philosophy, theology, psychology: 
he tackles them all in their many branches. 
He believes it is the duty of a Christian 
not to go through life in blinkers, content 
to accept social and political conditions. As 
for war, he has often been asked what the 
Christian attitude ought to be.- His answer 
is clear and unmistakeable: 


Fhe i aha been engaged ore Jesus teaches me that to renounce 
us pastorate largely) in mission wor violence is not to throw away my life bt 
(mee Mission 1926-50) on behalf of his 9 ery ae 


Church, 


We tells in ° Christ and Tower Hill" how in 
1924 he went to Derby on a Cambridge 
Evangelistic campaign. Dr. Alex Woad, 
incidentally, had helped to prepare the 
group of fifty undergraduates for the 
venture, There Dr. Soper met his first flesh- 
and-blood atheist, whose opposition strength- 
ened his conviction that the only anawer 
was the Christian one. In Derby, too, he 
became a Socialist. In his own words: 

We were conducted round the great 
1.M.S, railway works, I had never been 
inside a factory or a workshop in my life. 


lo give it away—without cant—to give it 
to Him. That's what t want all Christians 
to do... The Church would be taking a 
tremendous risk if it went Pacifist and it 
might be facing the cross again, 
But Dr. Soper believes that risk must and 
ought to be taken. 


Donald Soper, then, is a man with a mission. 
Ife has not been atraid to be unpopular, to 
tace his opponents with courage and goad 
hunjour—and to face them publicly. His 
mission is another example of how much 
one man can do to break the vicious cirele 
of fear, hatred and war. 


Leaves from a Notebook 


Ds»: DONALD SOPER, seldom absent from 
Speakers’ Corner, Hyde Park on Sunday 
drew a big crowd at the 
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Bull Ring, Birmingham, last Sunday, Traflic 
had to be diverted as a consequence. 


When the review of ex-servicemen by the 
Queen took place in Hyde Park on July 5, all 
soap boxes and stands were barred by the 
police. But lor. Soper was there as usual. The 
only speaker, he bl pee a large crowd from 
ground level. 


Fast Sunday his deputy on the Hyde Park 
stand was a new recruit to open-air speaking : 
Fany Bradshaw, a member of the Peace Pledge 
Jnion. 


Tony is a8 faithful in Peace News selling at 
Hyde Park as is Dr. Soper in speaking there. 
A radiologist, he was in the news last year 
when his refusal to work for the Ministry of 


until he secured a post at St Bartholomew's 
Hospital. 


AN THE VALLEYS 


CONNIE JONES, Peace Pledge Union field- 
? worker back from a visit to South Wales, 
found pacifism still strong in the “ Valleys.” 


In this area, she tells me, it is common 
for a young man, when National Service 
Registration Day arrives, to ask bis minister 
sbout objection to military service. 


Very few have joined the forces in the last 
four years. Even if no conscientious objection 
is offered, coal-mining as an alternative is 
generally accepted. 


In Cardiff, the PPU group ig fortunate in 
being led by Acthur Collis, well-known for his 


general fecling of a packed hall in 
night, when the subject was discussed: * 
Miss Morrison waa right.” 
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wo ‘ Secretary, ¢ 
do?” or “The high-ups can do with i 
they please.” These sayings are expression 
lesignalion, an acquiescence which comes 
near to cowardice. 
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(he paramount driving-force in wat ala 
is fear: fear of the court-martial, feat bul 
officer, fear of public opinion, and lash, il 
no means feast, fear of losing ones 
respect. [t is fear which makes people 14 
at the front for years and commit 
heroism. H 

é 

We do not wish to hurt the feclings o 8% 
ex-servicemman, But it is necessary to pol 3) 
that most of them did act from {eur ® 
contrary to their own better judgement MMittees 
fight thing the pi 
Hf ftom Oc 
thi °tMBS 


The times are over when war was 3 
man against man, Nowadays, wat 38 i 
of guns against guns, laboratories ae 


laboratories, and victory is won by tae inh 
which has most men and material. Denia’ WY 
It is not by accident that we talk ab TRularly ae 
human material or cannon fodder. ‘The ® lon 
individual in modern war is an. infintel Op ON: \ 
part of the vast machinery of wat WHO Re 
destroys everything in its way, Wuthpaie 
When gun powder was invented, war los f Oct : 
aura ot heroism. Voday, the biggest Be Macquire, 
can kill the greatest hero, without evet hs SOU 
seen him, Oy AMP 
wy 10. RB 
Modern war, has become a cowardly Wyn, 
sacre and denies the most fundamental Oy ON 
of humanity. m0 R 
Is anyone prepared {to regard a3. he Ming 
such deeds as the dropping of atomic bey Pt 1g 
ever Hiroshima and Nagasaki, of QBOrpyy 
artis aid of INGHL 
phosphorus on Hamburg, or the raid Oct, J 
Cihetto of Warsaw? Hovland 
HUOSMIMA AND NAGNANTBEDs 
Wes i¢ heroism? v. 7th 
The murder of innocent people is cowal OANSEA 
‘the senseless destruction of cities is cov “10 R 
The only redeeming feature is the [sel (ARDEE 
most soldiers believe that by committitB ish Ooy, 10, R 
hovrors they are protecting their wives Ty ly hs 
children and their homes from the ene gig. honec 
is, however, a fatal mistake to think lunctioy 
can protect our homes and dear om hy og Banis 
involving them in war, hy aoe Det 
: : ; spy itl ig Centra 
Some ex-servicemen will reject wilh fi ] ut 6 Ends 
nation the suggestion that people parler luded ina 
ii war from cowardice and against Roard's 
better judgement. But the fact that 1hts ™ , 


is not a bad but a good and hopeful syn 


The world would be doomed if the mol 
of soldiers did indeed commit all the #%y 
ernelty, without which there can be a 
from a deep conviction and with 4 
conscience 
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It would be proof that man was lost * 
hope of salvation. i 

The fact that people act thus again oe 
better judgement spells hope, which, © 
dimmed by cowardice, still leads us lo wi 
pate that one day men will be able 0) 
come their cowardice and thereby 1 
selves of the evil of war. r 

(hat is precisely what the war resist 
doing. ‘They have overcome the pal 
tear which drives soldiers into doing yy N 
things. They have mastered cowardice: 4g 
refuse to particluate in war 
conviction and following the voice 
conscience, 


from #& 
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War resisters do not regard themsel¥® g 
heroes, but if there is such a thing a5 Dl wa} 
in this world at all, it can hardly be r 
where men commit crimes knowing ¥*%) 
be crimes. It must be found in the spl 


war resistance, for only the man who That \.. 
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10 fight lives up to the standards 


heroism. eh 
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A New Pamphlet | shes 0 
Here Where One Stands, by Peter p ty, Sena noi 
(New York: Island Press, 50c.) } Monday 


This pamphlet looks like the veil} 
report of an address by an excited prem g 
uo might have been casy to listen to, bur 
discursive, exclhamatory style makes it 44 
difficult to read. 


Hlowever, the theme is an importaal 
It is that the basic social and spiriiua 
the individual person, not the mass 
group, be it nation, party or church, ont j 
it is necessary for the individual to asi 


independence of the massed forces thal,” jv 


claim him, and work out for himself uh : Saw 
integration with nature, man and Gad. 5 as 
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pioneer work in the Pacifist Service ci 
which gave birth ta the Family Servic} jit 
and a wholly new approach to the PI 
families of Britain. 


GOOD FOR ROGHY 


(ONGRATULATIONS to Rugby pacilt ! 

gelling this Ubree-coluinn headline i , 
July 1 Leicester Mercury : “ Conseriptl 
be of not to be 2” 


This opening paragraph in bold 
followed : 
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“The Long Sweep" 
rp wie TEMES leading article, ° The long 
- sweep” (June 27), contains a vivid 
summary of the wonderful story of the propa- 
gation of Indian Buddinst cultural influcnees 
among neighbouring peoples; a work carried 
on for a thousand years by prancers whose 
names for the most part are unknown. 


In the words of the leading article: “ they 
were not conyuerors ; they followed only the 
ways of peace.” What a contrast to a great 
deal of modern Christian missionary enter- 
prise, contaminated, as it has been, by its 
close assogiation with) = pagan bandiiry 
masquerading as an agent of civilisation. 

Printing House Spuare has seen a vision ; 
a rase event in the environs of Fleet Street. 
that vision of Christ and Buddha standing 
together in complete hanmeny of purpose, 
might mark the entry on to the international 


stage of executive pacifism: an cvangel for 
which ao owar-ridden wold is impattently 
Walling. 


E, S. EVANS 
75 Woodcote Valley Rd., 
Purley, Surrey. 


Community life 


APAY I congratulate Mr. A. C. Barrington 
{hand his 53. fellow-commmniteers — on 
having so successfully liberated themselves 
from the prison of the old Adam and the 
stigma of original sin? | regret that the fact 
that TE am sulla sinner precludes me from 
accepting his invitation to join what is mani- 
festly an aristocracy of virtue. 

Nevertheless [ cannot understand why Mr. 
Barrington assumes that because the “ over- 
whelming majority” of us prefer to live in 
normal human groupings we are therefore 
“content to let the rest of the world go hang.” 
This indictment should make 99.9 per cent. 
of your readers sit up as well aa your reviewer. 
hi should make them ask, as it makes me ask, 
preciscly what Mr. Barrington’s community 18 
doing for the world’s refugees (said to number 
anything from 12 to 30 million), or for the 
half-starved millions in various parts of Asia, 
or for the oppressed races in Africa. We are 
members one of another, but our total mem- 
bership is nearer 2,000 inillion than a mere 54. 


Jy. P. HOGAN, 


12 Wood Side, Erskine Hill, 
London, N.W.II. 


NORWAY: A number of members of the 
War Resisters’ International, together with 
other peace workers, are proposing to establish 
a new political party. It would aim at secur- 
ing universal application of the Declaration of 
Human Rights and expansion of mutual assist- 
ance programmes.—WRIL News Service. 


val Reservist CO imprisoned for second time 


ance before a Tribunal which upholds his 
claim. 


Law may be altered 

Mr. Denny was again called up for a further 
period of 21 days training. He replied to the 
authorities that he would submit himself to 
arrest on June 22. 

Since then he has reported to his unit and 
been summarily sentenced to 90 days deten- 
tion in Portsmouth Detention farracks. 

Peace News understands that a Bill will 
shortly be injroduced into the House of Lords 
to give men such as Denny the legal right to a 
Tribunal without the hardship and incon- 
venience of imprisonment. 


~ CLASSIFIED AD 


the Kditor 


EREING: concerned with an effort to start a | 


ed communtiy myself bo read A. ©. Barnne- 


ton’s letter on J. PB. Hogan’s review with sume 
Interest, especially dus remarks on the family 
unit and community. 


Ihe relationship of the family, private 
property and the state is un exceedingly close 
and pateresing one for all those wishing to 
live a harmonious hfe. | P. Hegan’s ¢con- 
tention that the funtly unit is organi igs not 
born out by the tacts of the situation, A 
knowledge of one’s relatives, acquaintances and 
neighbours will show any keen observer of 
people and society the uasatislactory state of 
conipulsive Mariage. 

Society based on the patriarchal famuly unit 
is cconomically, socially and emotionally un- 
soumd and an essential part of our aathori- 
turban society. 


the economically balanced communnty 18 
a biological and sociolagical necesaty, and the 
only unit that can support fee and natural 
sexual relationships; tor a comnmiunity where 
the sexuality of imankind is not positively 
asseried will aot be the tight environment for 
the creative man. 

While econoniuc stability is very important 
in a community, commercial success can evel 
be the sole criterion of a comimunity’s social 
signitivance, for if within a community there 
is a struggle for leadership on the baais of 
religious and political dogmatism there can 
be lithe basic difference with conditions in 
outside society. 

fhe approach lo community must be 
rational and libertarian and, subject to the 
lessons of experience and experiment, the 
following conditions should apply; 

1. Establishment of economic stability which 
depends on technical ability of members and 


selt-suflictency in basic commodities, 


2. Full creative life for all members through 


work and sex. 

3. Fiee and uninhibited environment for the 
children with freedom from possessiveness and 
the emotional disturbances of the patriarchal 


family. ‘The importance of this and its 
relationship with anti-social behaviour is 
shown hy Malinowski’s report on the 


Trobrianders. 


4. Provision of the physical basis of high 
level health by rational methods of agriculture 
and dietetics. 

ALAN ALBON, 
Daisygreen, 
Groton, 
Nr. Boxford, Coichester, 


ee 


) WELCOME 


STUART MORRIS | 


Oe et | 


BACK FROM U.S.A. 


) MARY WARD HALL, | 
| TAVISTOCK PLACE, W.C.I 


Monday July 20 8pm. 


Hear about e Ellis Island 
Pacifism in the U.S.A. 


Chair: SYBIL MORRISON | 
Admission e a | 


 —_ 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


VERTISE 


JULY 17, 1953, PEACT NEWS —-5 


| Campaign corner 


METHODIST MOMENT 


FANHERE are 10,000,000 Methodists in the U5, 
and in Great Britain the church has a larger 
membership than any other denomination, For 
the year 1983-4 the British church has as lets 
President the most outspoken Christian paci- 
fist of any denomination. He is always in the 
news—more often than not with some pun- 
gent and challenging comment on the world 
situation and Christian responsibilities. 

the epitomises the “ non-conformist conscience,” 
that enormous power for good which has 
moulded so much of or national life aver 
the last 200 years. Pacifisrm-~in the mid-stresm 
of this stifi powerful current—-has, this year, a 
New opportunity to challenge the church's 
conscience on its attitude to war, an oppor- 
tunity which pacifists can press with all the 
persuasiveness and skill that Dr. Soper has 
taught thern. 

Here is the first stage of our campaigns send 
to Methodist miniaters and laymen in your 
area copies of today’s Peace News, Extra 
copies are available at 2s. 6d. a dozen, post 
free. 

You can enquire for a copy of the “ circuit 
plan” from the caretaker of any Methodist 
church; in it you will find the addresses of afl 
the local ministers and leaders. Send a per- 
ronal letter, (oo; offer to send mare literature 
about the pacifist position; suggest 2 trial 
subscription to Peace News. 

Perhaps you can take out trial subs, (at 2s. 6d. 
for nine weeks) for your local parsons. 

There are many pacifists working within the 
Methodist church to win it over for peace. 
This is their year, and we hope they will make 
the maximum use of Peace News to further 
their efforts. We will gladly help in any way, 

H. F, M4 


Circulation last week: 11,000 


BRIEFLY... 


CHINA is to restore the voluntary pro 
ciple for farmers joining collectives and ic 
recognise the “ pensant’s activity aa an indi- 
vidual economic unit,” according ta the Times 
correspondent. 


FRANCE: Dr. Cather Evans, librarian to 
United States Congress, haa been appointed 
Director-General of UNESCO & A French 
regimental serpeant-major has been condemned 
to five years imprisonment, with auspension of 
sentence, lor beating to death a VietMioh 
prisoner in the course of interrogation. 
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The fall of Mr. Beria 


A WRONG DEDUCTION BY Mr. 


LL the various experts on Russian 
affairs have been airing their views 
on the latest sensational announcements 
from Russia about the fall of Mr. Beria. 


Why did such sn important personality fall? 
There have been innumerable and contradic- 
tory answers. 

As most of these experts live oustide Russia 
and have no means of knowing much more 
than the rest of us, their theories are just 
conjectures and, indecd, mmany of them cancel 
the others out 


it is so very easy for persons who have 
lived in Russi many years apo or have 
some knowledge of the Russian language to 
zive the explanations whieh are satisfying to 
the prevailing anti-Russian feeling and which 
the British Press is quite pleased to publish. 


So you can read the inside storics by the 
well informed correspondents who have never 
been within a thousand miles of Mr. Beria 
or Mr. Malenkov in their ltves, and take your 
choice. 


Arms drive dividends 


During the weekend Mr. Anthony Nutting, 
the Under-Secretary for  Voreign Affairs 
advanced the theory that this was one of the 


|ATOM ANNIVERSARY, 


UN, Photo 


The next supplement to Peace Newaywill exp- 
(ain) photographs, articles and: fiadh-back 
news stories on the Atom Bomb, tt will be 
fimed (a uppenr in the week of August 6, 
waniversary of the bombing of UWiroshimia. 


This day has now become recognised by peace- 
Jovers throughout the world, not least’ by 
the people of Hiroshhns and Nagasaki, as a 
day of reflection, when men remember the 
deeds and the pusslons of war and dedicate 
themselves anew fo the task of abolishing 
Mt from the atlairs of the world. 


fi is more urgent than ever now that friends 
of Peace News shall take the opportunity 
afforded by awakened public interest in’ the 
possibilty of tmprovement in international 
relations, to belag home the awful moral 
issue raised by the manufacture of the Atom 
Romb and iis use as a bargaining counter. 


You can help to do this by ordering additional 
quantities of this commemoration number 
(appearing July 31) and distributing then to 
people whe ace normally vulikely to see 
Peace News. These are available at the 
apechil yute of 2s. 6d. per dozen, post free. 


Boys in the armed forces 


FUMIE. Select. Cominitice of the House of 
Commons which is vevising the Army and 
Air Force Acts has not yet finished its work. 
Consequently, when the Annual Act came 
before the ffouse on July 1, it was ne‘ pos- 
sible ta move an amendment to ik at a 
conscience clause for boys who are serving in 
the Boys’ Battalion and ather branches of the 
Services when they reach the age of eighteen. 
It is expected that the revision of the Acts 
will he completed by next year, when the 
op orlunity la propose a conscience clause 
WHI arise, 


nema pms Smeaenewares eens 


COMMON WEALTH SENSORY 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


@uscpuoeesnant 


will study 

A DECLARATION OF HUMAN WELFARE 
By LO MENG-TZE, political scientist, 
poet and revolutionary pacifist, Chair- 
man of the Chu Lieu Society of China 

Wednesday, September 9, to Wednesday, 

September 16, 1953 
BRAZIERS PARK, IPSDEN, OXFORDSHIRE 


Guest Lecturer: Mr. WANG > YEE, 
translater of the Declaration 


Further particulars. and terms: 5S 
Organiser, c/o Common Wealth, 12 
High St, London, N.W.3 


NUTTING 


first dividends of our rearmament programme 
and went on to ague that this was a new 
reason) so for our maintaining our Delence 
Programme, 


a rrr 


- — 
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PEACE NEWS 


Now it may be that the economic problems | 


created for the Russian government by thetr 
arms programme Which they say is a reply to 
ours has brought about a political crisis. It 
nay be truc that Mr. Beria fell because he 
thought that the time had come for a new 
foreign policy or vice versa. Among. the 
Indictments of Mr. Beria is that he was the 
tool of foreign intervenuionists, which has been 
a common charge in recent trials of Com- 
haunists ia countries behind the [ron Curtain. 
A drive for more acmaments always mcans 
Jess consumers’ goods and fess food. ‘Then 
come political ditliculties, and cabinets have 
to muke decisions, and personalities and 
groups (ake dificrent lines and fall out. 


that of course not only applivs to Com- 
munist countries but to the Western Democ- 
racies. In Britain, the Bevin controversy was 
the result of our rearmament programme, only 
the difference here is that defeated ministers 
resign and are not tried for their lives. 

Bat what Mr. Nutting did) not seem = to 
realise was that if we had followed a dis- 
amament policy and not a rearmament policy 
that might have precepitated controversies and 
disagreements in Russia also. 


Indeed if we had done so two or three years 


ago Wo onmught have strengthened the hands of 
those people in the inner circles of the USSR 
and the Communist Party who have come to 
the conclusion that co-operation with the West 
is a fess dangerous policy and less likely to 
lead fo war than a policy of isolation and 
antagonism, 


Stalin's policy 


Stalin himself was moving towards such a 
policy. He was, for example in favour of a 
lour-Power Meeting and declared so in his 
interview with the Diplomatic Correspondent 
of the New York Times, carly in January this 
year, 

What we must have in mind is that the 
Inove anus Wwe pile up and the stifler our 
altitude to the USSR the more likely we are 
to encourage the more nationalist clements 
and the more extreme sections of the Red 
Army who argue like so many people do in 
the West that they must be able to negotiate 
fron) strength. 


In fact the danger is that if in both 
countries you have soldiers and politicians 
who take the view that peace can only be 
guarantecd by huge armies, air forces and 
navies, then we will get nowhere at all, and 
the cold war will continue and so will the 
heavy burdens on the working classes of all 
countries. 


If we want to create a less suspicions 
mood in Russia we should follow uo re:son- 
able line of policy ourselves, and be less 
insistent that the way to peace is hy piling 
up atom bombs and ringing the USSR with 
bases from which the bombs can be 
delivered. 


Of course every reasonable person must 
welcome the change in poltcy that has been 
shown since Stalin's death, and we should be 
prepared to meet it by giving some tangible 
evidence that we are seriously thinking of 
peace on our side. 


The Vimes concluded its leading article on 
Saturday, July If, with the wise warning: 
“Certainly any attempt to exploit the situa- 
fion in Russia by violent propaganda or 
incitement to new disorders would only make 
certain a return to complete Stalinist repres- 
sion and rigidity of policy.” 


Professor fasts in repentance for death 


of Rosenbergs 


ALPH T. TEMPLIN, teacher at 
~ Central State College, Wilberforce, 
Ohio, USA, began on Sunday, June 21, 
a 12-day fast, “in sorrow and repentance 
for the sin of my country in the death 
of the Rosenbergs.” 


He is a member of Peacemakers, the 
American pacifist body which campaigned for 
it repricve and one of whose members, 
Attorney Fyke Farmer, raised the fresh point 
of Jaw which led Justice Douglas to grant a 
further stay of execution. 


In a statement released for publication 
Professor ‘Vemplin stated, 


“We the people, for two years held before 
the Rosenbergs the simple alternative, can- 
fess or die, Have you thought through the 
possibilities under that alternative? IF they 
were wrongly accused, as they insisted, then 
the only way of honour was death. To live 
would be false. 


“But suppose they were members of a spy 
Ting, as they were accused. Confess or die 
was still equally a wrong for us to hold 
before them. 


“1 wonder if responsible people could 
believe testimany 80 exacted could be 
reliable. Similar exacting of confessions by 
methods of torture hag produced the shame- 
ful and pitiful display which we have scen 
common to all totalitarianisms .. ,” 


“We have talked much,” continued Dr. 


Templin, “ of the menace of the atom bomb, 
being at the same time the only people that 
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July 17, 1933 


FOREIGN FIELDS 


mucalae subject aed at question time was the cost of bringing back ba veil 
hodies of soldiers killed overseas... } 
e the most despicable of American pressure lobbies +t 
working on the anguish of the bereaved led to the disinterment of American yodier 
. There is no sign here of anything like that... dn any © 
even an baglish cowry churchyard is more peaceful than a well-kept war cemetery 
corner of a foreign field, That is for ever England...” 
-Lfom Driberg. 


frtothte 
in Bettain the 
arty thine fia 


and their shipnicat home , 


[! HAS BEEN SAID that there is no 

peace cqual to the peace of the grave, 
and no doubt Vom Driberg, along with all 
other mortal men and women, will know 
that peace someday. 

But to attempt to prove, even with the 
assistance of Rupert Brooke’s beautiful, heart- 
breaking, unforgettable words, that war 
cemeterics are more beautiful or more peace- 
ful than church or other graveyards is entirely 
to evade the issue. 

The desperate need of the bereaved is for 
something tangible to hold to; it may be a 
rave with a tombstone on which flowers can 
be placed even though they wither and dic 
when cut down, just hike the body buried 
beneath them; or it may be the possession of 
sulne Object once Worn by the beloved dead ; 


LETTER FROM USA 


* From page two 


to hate, why should we not presently rationa- 
lize ourselves into no longer hating it? 

Does not this largely explain one of the 
connnon phenomena of our age: that sup- 
posedly civilised people can see barbarism 
taking over in a nation and think it not so 
bad or claim not to see what is happening 
in the next street? 

Perhaps, the heart of the matter is best 
summarised in two direct quotations from Lord 
Acton hiniself. 

Of the opposition to the dogma of in- 
falltbility he remarked: “They petitioned: 
they did not resist,” and he concluded that 
‘all the mitigated, conditional forms of 
resistance are virtually a surrender of prin- 
ciple.” 

these sentences should, [ suggest, become as 
well known as the one about ” power tends 
lo corrupt,” for power has so often sullered 
corruption and been able to spread corruption 
and wreak woe, because it was met only by 
“mitigated, conditional forms of resistance 
{which} are virtually a surrender of principle.” 

Those who might) have prevented or 
radically reduced the corruption “ petitioned: 
they did not resist.” 

Resist—today 

I would that all who “petition” for dis- 
aimament would also “resist” by refusing to 
support or submit to their own nation’s arms 
programme. 

1 would that all who “ petition” for world 
government would take a clear-cut conscien- 
tious objector’s stand, for it seems obvious that 
those who in any measure aid and abet the 
international armaments race are tearing down 
by their deeds the federal world government 
they support by their words. 

1 would that all posiponement of resistance 
fo tyranny in its first and seemingly most 
innocuous manifestasyons might cease. For it 
is with resistance where principle is involved 
as it with repentance: it has always got to 
be done today, now, never tomorrow. 

Those who think to save their steenpth for 
that next more cructal battle which is to 
come will find when it docs come that they 
“have dissipated both their strength and 
their will-power.’ Minorities, like civilisa- 
(ions, perish because of “a prolonged act of 
aukcide.” 

Hatl, therefore, once again to those who 
arc nol content to petition only but who also 
resist, and especially to all conscientious 
objector, war resisting groups in all lands. 
These reflections seem appropriate on this 
Independence Day, 1953. 


have used it or have threatencd any further 
use of it.” 


Speaking of Communism and Democracy, 
Dr. Templin said: 
“We have made much of the threat of 
Communism. We have thus tried to cover 
the fact of our real fear—of what would 


result if we extended justice, equality, 
brotherhood to all the peoples of the 
earth... We have not even believed that 


justice, equality and brotherhood were for 

nil peoples—not even within our nation.” 

Dr. ‘Templin, an educational missionary in 
India during the years 1926-1941, became a 
friend and devoted follower of the great 
Mahatma Gandhi. During this time he was 
vocal in his opposition to British colonial 
rule, and as a result was sent back to America 
by the four Methodist Bishops in charge. 


GERMAN FRONTIER! LATEST. 
@ From page one 


Peace News contacted the local police 
station at Wilzenhausen by telephone on 
Tuesday (the day of the last attempt at crossing 
the border). 

The oflicial in charge of the station was mast 
polite and impressed that peaple in Britain 
should be interested jn the activity of the 
Peace walkers, Ho admitted that the Group 
had been in the locality and had attempted to 
cross the border but were prevented from 
so doing by the West German police. 

The pacifists were carried by the police into 
n police van and transported back to 
Werleshausen. 

The police officer volunteered the informa- 
lion that Barbara Pleyer had joined the Group, 
which appears to indicate that her membership 
has occasioned some interest in Gerinany. 
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f hope the Government Ue yah 
the morticians | © bod 
ast, 
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Reynolds’ News, July i 


or, as in the first world war, it may Me o 
unknown bit of flesh and bones bere Cc 
Westminster Abbey. 

The constant relays of wreaths and bo 
at the Cenotaph and the war shrines the iat 
over, testifies to this human need whee hi 
with the irrevocably closed door of eal 
is casy to exploit it, but it is by no 
only American morticians who do on T 

Exploitation means the unfair use a UAR 
thing vaiuable for gain of some kind; a 
in the case of the American underta! i = 
traded upon in order to make money: 4 
before we pharisaically condemn them © Ry. 
be well to examine the ways in whic y 


om 
rot 


sorrow has been exploited, and still 19, for f h “Go b 
glorification of war. > a 
The word ° macabre,” used by Tom Dr cas; We 
to describe the business of digging “Pak “er for 
bodies of soldiers from the battlefields | Ment thay 
seas was not uscd when emotions Were ie Make 
exploited to the utmost by bringing arn id ref 
known soldier’s body for burial in West into clus 
Abbey after the first world war. eh hy Polic 

No doubt that body was dug UP 5 th she 
among the Flanders poppies, or up This saia 
banks of the Rhine, or possibly out he it ‘The On 
filth and mud which had once been Wo, ; € 
fields of France, but there was no SUB Be Ae Was a 
that the proceeding was macabre; Ug ch had 
contrary it was an inspired idea thal Vag ts Lon 
biing consolation to thousands whose "i Um from 
ones, probably blown to pieces by MPegg "yan ; 
plosives, had found no resting place to ateat ‘1 
anywhere, Nnued, “Ty 


* coh i tht imp 
In both World Wars, the War Gravel caf jyaMakes th 
mission spent much money and time i ee bere nel mc 
up bodies of boys and men who ha tbe $. 
buried where they fell, in order to bring ne) “Th ‘ 
all together in one of those * peacelth ap rashin 
kept war cemeteries,” so that in serricd, the py *verthel 


with their little crosses, their names ang ng ing and 


numbers, they could remain regiment 
in death. ra | 
Supported by such consoling words 4 A 
Glorious Dead,” “They shall not grow 
as we that are left grow old,” OF dir 
should dic, think only this of me, That if | 
some corner of a foreign field, That." g 
ever England,” this futile waste of Hie Magi dr 
memorated and exploited in stone, an ot 'atitute; 
an marble, from one end of the world ~ 2 Pri 
other, : 


ae ‘ 4 1am 'Y ae 
The time of Members of Parliame?! jy, Sieh sm 
in discussing the cost of bringing DA yaf ntshin 
men from the battlefields would be. ual si 


employed in discussing the climinaly tnt 50 0 


battlefields. This will certainly not be 4° 4 lon, 
by prnefiding Wiat war cemeteries are Fal 

of peace, On the contrary, they are SYP ican 
of vielent and untimely death; strip "The 

of their little crosses, fine words and ‘hion " Sta 
and what areghey but a mark of Whe" # & Ret tu 
death? — | =e, °° 


0 a} 
To ba careful of a dead body is, of ¢ afl titer de 
an appeasement oflered to grief, but iP io & 
that Rupert Brooke's sorrow-stirring * 


should live only as a reminder of the RB eae 
futility of that war fought to end wath of 

Let us bring back our boys and men © Yste) 
then there will be no need to discuss itt Was tro 


of bringing them back dead. 


ees : | Nie, *Pable, 
—— - if! Bibi air 
Why not see for yourse! J} Sq 
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ALL local and appellate tribunals ff ut Was tr 
** conscientious objectors are open © | y fore, F 
public. ofl tye “ternal 
To see a tribunal in operation is af Yiaa by “nce rag] 
ant part of civic education. Parents, 'Pijed .* tet i 


Sunday-school officers and youth club 
should make a point of including a visi 
as part of their curricula. 

To preserve the informality of the 
atmospere it is not recommended that Tgt 
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LONDON APPELLATE ‘TRIBUNAY, 
Sussex Place, Regent’s Park. (Tube, her iv 
Monday, August 17. Sessions are at 10" OF 
and 2.30 p.m PE 15 


un 
of more than half-a-dozen should al’ # toy "e F 
one time. In London next sittings iy tener 
follows : pull Heq to li 
LONDON FOCAL TRIBUNAL} foe ever, i 
Town Hall (Tube, Pulham Broadway): oe ithek 
July 24. Sessions commence at 10.30 AL at He 
et} 


FAIRLIGHT-on-SEA, Sussex, 
Grangewood Vegetarian Gresthouns 
nangion in 22 acres of peace. Vriendiinests 
philasophy, Alao few vacancies fur older 
Telephones FEYS d185 
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% Order from your Newsagent or writ® 
Socialist Outlook, 177 Bermondsey 5” | “in, them 
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